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Staying the Ax 

Rail fans turn the heat on 
ICC to save picturesque little 
road to Yosemite from the scrap 
heap. Bond issue is proposed. 


That a boy can be president of a 
railroad at 18 is a plank in our national 
economy. And it might happen in 
California. 

@ Link to Dream World—The road is 
the Yosemite Valley Ry., the pic- 
turesque link between the dream world 
of Yosemite National Park, in the 
heart of California, and the world of 
reality which ends at its gates. The 
boy is John M. McFadden of Pasadena, 
president of the Pacific Coast Railroad- 

Assn,, a group of some 40 young 
solved fans sworn to make friends for 
railroads and oppose their abandon- 
ment. 


Spearhieading a2 move to save the 


scenic Yosemite Valley line from 
oblivion, John McFadden, 18-year-old 
railway enthusiast, sets his sights on 
a star—the presidency of the railroad. 


°@ Fans to the Rescue—Staunchest 
among the Y. V.’s friends is Mc- 


Fadden’s Los Angeles ou, 


which has enough faith in the rail- 
road's revenue-producing ability to bid 
a tentative $400,000 for it. 

Directing the association's fight is 
young McFadden, who is employed in 
the engineering department of the 
Pacific Electric Ry. Co., and whose 
love for railroading persuaded him to 
leave school at 15 and take a job with 
the Sante Fe. Neither he nor his 
association has $400,000. They would 
raise it by public bond issue; McFad- 
den claims it is already virtually sub- 
scribed. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


The Interstate Commerce Commission 
has denied the Pacific Coast Railroad. 
ing Association leave to intervene in 
the Yosemite Valley Railroad abandon- 
ment following a reply by the Y. v. 
management that the 18-year old J.M. x 
Padden was "financially irresponsible,' 
The reply pointed out that the "assoc. 
lation" organized less than three years 
ago by McFadden, himself, is largely 
dominant because of the war and its 
membership of "40" includes honorary 
memberships for officers of the Santa 
Fe, Pacific Electric and various east- 
ern roads. 

After all the work the Railroad 
Boosters.in Southern California and 
the Northern California Railroad Club, 
Cal-Nevada and Railway & Locomotive 
Historical Society in the North have 
done to advance the Railfan movement, 
we will have to overcome this. abortive 
attempt on the part of this misguided 
individual to "do something". The 
something had already been done as 
fans already knew, but McFadden had to 
do the spectacular. His plan of a bond 
issue doomed the scheme from the start, 
but then one who left school at 15 cm 
hardly be expected to understand corp- 
orate finance at 18. 

Yes he hit the headlines, and 
unfortunately many railroad officials 
will connect this adolescence with the 
entire fan movement. It is not so, tu 
we will have to work hard to prove it. 


FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 


If the issues are sort of scarce 
for the next couple of months I trust 
you will bear with as as your Editor 
is taking the State Bar Examinations 
---Law, not Liquor---plus the added 
handicap of a wedding immediately 
after. If things go well there will 
be one issue in September and another 
the latter part of October. FAG 


We are in need of "Favorite Rail- 
Photos" plus any other views of current 
interest. If you find anything which 
might be suitable, serxd it in. 
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My Favorite Rai!-Photo 


from the collection of HAROLD HILL 





My favorite North Coast Lines picture is car 51 at speed 
between Laurel and Pinehurst, 2-7 miles south of Everett---7 
minutes south of Everett and 62 minutes north of the Seattle 
Terminal. The picture was taken from an ajacent county road 
along which I had been driving when I hear a train approching. 
I stopped my motor and listened. Sure enough, that familiar 
click of the rails issued the warning. Around a long curve 
came car 51. The ever tolling silver nickle bell echoed 
against buildings and the motors hummed a dutiful song. The 
car was running an aproximate forty five miles per hour up 
a grade of about two per-cent seemingly without effort. 

The sun peeped out low about 3:50 in the afternoon. Well, 
the result was a nice shot. --- Harold Hizl, Earlington, Wash. 






Reviews of Railway Literature 









INTERURBAN NEWS LETTER 





Harold Hill was one of the co-authors of an INL "Special" 
on another famous Northwest interurban, the Puget Sound Electric 
Railway, Tanist between Seattle and Tacoma. This fine 10 page 
bulletin (84x11) may be had by sonding 25¢ to Interurban New- 
letter, 1414 So. Westmoreland Avenue, Los Angeles 6, Califortia. 
If you are not getting the NIL, add $1.50 for a year of an a-1 
interurban newspaper. -- Francis Guido 
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RAILROAD NEWS REPORTS 


I.CeCG. GRANTS SANTA FE ENTRANCE INTO LONG BEACH 
The Sante Fe Railway has been granted permissto 
to build two miles of line at Long Beach,California, 
to reach city-owned trackage in the dock area. This 
extention will give Santa Fe access to trackage now 
di by the P.E., SP. and U.Pe, but previously closed to the 
Santa Fe except by interchangee - Ry Age 


NORTHERN REDWOOD LUMBER GETS YOSEMITE SHAY 

The Northern Redwood Lumber Company's new #5 has been 
delivered from a Bay Area repair shop where it was reconditior 
after delivery from the Yosemite Sugar Pine Lumber Company 
where it was on the roster. ¢ is a 90-ton, three-truck 
shay built by Lima Locomotive Works in 1924. - Stan Borden 


WE PACIFIC FINISHES FEATHER RIVER C.T.C. 
The final 20-mile section---Berry Creek to Oroville 
---of Western Pacific's centralized traffic control 
system in the Feather ftiver Canyon was “cut in" the 
morning of June 12th. Thus was completed the $1,450 
project begun late in 1943. Including the yards at Orov 
and Portola, the installations embrace miles. 
All trains in the Feather River Canyon are now directed 
by. fhe dispatcher in the Keddie towap, 76 miles east of Oro- 
ville. tw.p, Headlight" 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA TRACTION CO. 


Rel River lumber Company #204 has been re-mumbered to #24 
and lettered "C.C.T.", instead of the usual "Traction Company’ 


Altho newly painted, the orange and silver is retained. -- k 


— ee Saree 20 ans FRANCISCO 

aspar, Fo: Eastern (Caspar Lumber Compa 
"Jumbo" has been acquired by the firm of Whitney Sie’ onal 
of the beach concession in San Francisco, and is now standing 
in their corporation yard. The "Jumbo" was built for the City 
Grading Company by Vulcan in 1869 and is said to have been 
operated on the line to the Cliff House. ghe is an 0-4-0f 
driven by gear and pinion to the front axle with side rods to 
the reer wheels. She hasn't seen service since 1912 on the 
lumber company. --- Bert Ward 


OREGON LUMBER LINES 

Lamm Lumber Company at Modoc Point has closed. A small 
shay has been left to be used under lease by a company using 
part of the former Lamm mill. One of the Lamm engines is to 
be used at the new operations at Anderson in California. 
Weyerhauser Qimber Company is using light mallet compounds 
brought from a Washington operation on its extension out of 
Ely. -- Randall V. Mills. 


KEY FERRY SOLD TO ARMY 

The former Key System ferry "Yerba Buena", which has beel 
used in recent years by the Wilmington Transportation Company 
in Shipyard ferry service, has been sold to the U.S. Army for 
use as & harbor boat on the bay. It has been renamed the "Sm 
Pyle" for the famed correspondent. 
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Here are those two photographs your editor asked for in 
the June issue. "S.De&-B. 228" and "N.WeP. 50" furnished by 
ReP. Middlebrook and GeM. Best. The 228 is N.W.Pe 228 with 
8.D.%A.E. 50's tender &hd visa versa when the 50 and 228's 
tender were shopped at Los Angeles recently. 
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LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION 


PARTY CAR "SAN FRANCISCO" REPAINTED 
The special party car "San Francisco" has appare 
ly returned to its original status as "official car" 
for the Municipal Railway of San Francisco with the 
placing of the City Seal on the side to replace the 
Market Street Railway shield. This is not to be 
confused with the Municipal Railway medallion printed above, but 
rather the "Official City SEAL". --- Graham 
Municipal Railway medallions, on the other hand, have been 
applied to the following Merket cars: 1635, 175 and 850. - Wan 


STREET CAR ABANDONMENTS FOR OAKLAND REVEALED 
Four agreements with the City of Oakland cover- 

ing removal of street car tracks along four street 

car routes in the post-war era have been announced 

by Key System and city officials. The agreements 
cover the #18 line on Park Blvd and Leimert street; #14 on 
East 2lst Street; #6 on Broadway (beyond Piedmont) and College 
Avenue; #10 on East 18th Street, 14th avanue and Hopkins. 
(Pardon 19357 route numbers)...eEd Wrrer.,.. It is about time 
the Key System brought out a new route map--Editor 


DOINGS ON THE L.A. TRANSIT LINES 

The P.C.Ce's are getting the new colors of the LeA.T.Le 
of yellow below the belt rail, green around the windows and 
white roofeeseA complete rebuilding job is being doneon about 
eight blocks of street right-of-way on the "E" line. We 
wonder how this shuttle line rates the new tracke -- McVay 


OREGON ELECTRIC ORDERS DIESELS y 
The Oregon Electric has ordered six diesel-electrics to 

be used MU on the grade out of Portland. In Eugene the com- 

any has secured permission to operate the diesels on the city 

streets and plans to remove the overhead on Fifth Avenue 

between the freight station and the yards at the outskirts 

of the city where the freight drags are broken up. - RV Mills 


LATE  etege OF 

Key ts 145 and 159, which were wrecked, have had thétr 
undamaged portions joined to make a new #145. nt Trolley buses 
in the Key Yards are not for Oakland; they are destined over- 
seas. --- Ed Wrrer 
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